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Dear Badger Agriculture Students and Parents,

Welcome back! We are very excited about the start of this year, and we wanted to let you k
about some big changes that we have occurring within our FFA Chapter. This year we will
ing a new Wisconsin FFA Membership Program where all agriculture students enrolled in cl
Badger High School will become FFA members at the national, state, and local level. The
behind this concept is so that all agriculture students have the opportunity to participate in a
amazing activities that the FFA has to offer regardless of their background, financial status,
of trying something new.

Members are able to participate in as little or as much of the FFA activities as they desire, b
hope that they take advantage of as much as possible to gain the most for their future caree
lives. We have created a Badger FFA Member Handbook that we encourage you to look th
and see what the FFA has to offer.

Not only does the FFA Organization look good on job resumes, college and scholarship app
tions, it is also an opportunity to meet new friends, travel the state and country, learn public
speaking and career skills, get involved in local community projects, and most of all have fu
look forward to the school year ahead, and all the exciting FFA activities planned! If you hay
guestions about Badger FFA membership, please contact us through email or phone which
on page 5.

Sincerely,

Candice Olson and Larry Plapp
Badger Agricultural Science Instructors and FRAdisors




Communications

You wi || not be able to take advan

what and when they are. The Badger FFA is making great strides to keep FF/

members, parents, and supporters informed. The Badger FFA uses the follow

ing methods to communicate with our members. Then itis up to you as a
member to make the most of your FFA experience.

FEA Text Message System EEA Website
Receive FFA announcements on yowisit the Badger FFA website located
cell phone. This is the easiest way for at www.badgerffa.org
you to receive immediate updates The FFA homepage includes a calen-
about FFA events. Text dar of FFA activities, information
ARJOI N16409Y0 t o tadbautthe brganiztion, pictupes of
N683980 this wildl e reveots, andpmazeu i n  t h
Badger FFA Tatango system Be sure to check it often!

FEA Bulletin Board Facebook
The Badger FFA has a bulletin board The Badger FFA has a group site
located in the hallway ofthewest c al | ed fABadger FFAC

wing. Check it every time you walk on facebook. If you provide us your
by for something new. email address we will even invite you

to join at the beginning of the year.
This is updated regularly with events

posted, and pictures.

ZN
Badger FFA 2

educates over 300—>
third grade
students at




Meet the 2012011

Officer Team

President Emma Jones

Vice President Shanna Mercier
Secretary Amber Hidalgo
Treasurer April Speckman
Reporters Ty Lasch & Kelly Brabec
Historian Taylor Kundert

Sentinel Dakota Siegler

Student Advisor 3rid Chris Mollman
Student Advisor 4th Michelle Meyers
Student Advisor 8th Carly Sinclair

Advisors
Ms. Candice Olson
262-348-2000 ext. 2356

candice.olson@badger.k12.wi.us

Mr. Larry Plapp
262-348-2000 ext. 2332
larry.plapp@badger.k12.wi.us

Badger High School :
220 E. South Stree
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 53147
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What is the FFA?

The FFA is one of the largest youth organization in the world. Membership is
open to any student in graded Z that are enrolled in an agriculture course. It

Is a national organization of 506,199 members preparing for leadership and ca
reers in science, business, and technology in agriculture. The organization ha
7,429 chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

National FFA Membership Statistics:

. 38% female, 62% male (females hold more than 50% of leadership posi-
tions)

« 75% are Caucasian, 11% Hispanic, and 4% is African American

o 27% live in rural farm areas, 39% live in rural Alamm areas, 34% live in
ur ban areas (definitely not just |

« There are FFA chapters in 16 of 1t
New York, Philadelphia, and Chicago

. There are more than 11,000 agriculture instructors in the nation

The FFA setsup severakey factorsto accomplishits missionof pre-
mier leadership, persongtowth, andcareersuccess. Some of these
objectives are:
. Developingcompetenandassertiveagricutural leadeship
. Increase awareness of the global and teldyical mportance of
agriculture and itsontributionto our weltbeing
« Help the local community
. Encourage friendships and networking
. Strengtherthe confidenceof agriculture students themselvesand
theirwork
. Promotegheintelligentchoiceandestablishmentof anagricultural
career
. Encouragavise management of economic, environmental, and
human resources ttie community
. Developinterpersonaskills in teamwork, communicabns,
human relations, and sociateraction
. Build characteandpromotescitizenship volunteerismand
patriotism
« Promotehealthylifestyles



Frequently Asked Questions

When are FFA Meetings?

Most chapter membership meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Tus

night of the month at 6 PM in the high school agricultural sciences ro

(312). Members should enter the high school through the agricultura
ences room doors.

Committee and activity meetings are typically held immediately aft

school. Snacks are typically provided before the meeting.

Where can | learn more about FFA and agricultural education?
Wisconsin FFA Website: www.wisconsinffa.org
National FFA Website: www.ffa.org
Wisconsin Team Ag Ed: www.WisconsinTeamAgEd.com
Badger High School: www.badger.k12.wi.us

Do | need to buy an FFA jacket?
Owning your own FFA jacket is your personal choice. The FFAc
ter has a set of Al oaner o | acke
FFA jacket is now primarily wor
Official dress is the professional attire worn by FFA members at even
such as leadership conferences, conventions, banquets and contestg
choose to become active in many of the FFA activities you may very
want to purchase your own FFA jacket. Every FFA jacket is filled wit
symbolism that reflects the values and traditions of FFA members an
personal jacket can also show your story of FFA involvement and ac
ments.

How do | purchase an FFA jacket and how much do they cost?

FFA jackets can only be ordered by the FFA advisor so please pla
your jacket order with the FFA advisor which costs $50. You may als
want to order your own FFA tie or scarf to become part of your officia
dress which costs $1$1.3.




Membership Program

. The Badger FFA will pay the state and national FFA dues for all students

enrolled in agricultural education classes for the school year.

2. FFA Membership rosters will be submitted in early October and early Feb-
ruary after the drop/add timeline for semester classes has passed.

3. Students must be enrolled in at least one agricultural education class every
school year to maintain FFA membership. Graduates can retain membershi
beyond graduation as long as they had at least one semester of agriculture
during their senior year.

4. Members should show an interest in the affairs of the local FFA chapter by
attending meetings, striving for degrees of membership, and participating in
other organized activities of the chapter.

5. Display conduct consistent with the ideals and purposes of the National
FFA Organization.

The FFA Mission

The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making a positive difference in
the lives of students by developing their potentialpi@mier leadership, per-
sonal growth, and career succdblsough agriculture education.

The FFA Motto

Learning to Do,
Doing to Learn,
Earning to Live,
Living to Serve

;;
5
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SAEOGs
SupervisedAgricultural Experiences

It is important for you, as a student, to gain career based experiences.
cultural education this is accomplished through SAEs

Your time spent doing agricultural activities will be documented in your
Project Book. These journals are updated week by week and stored in
class binder. It is much easier to apply for awards and scholarships at

date if these journals are kept up to date.

Examples of Agricultural Hours

Mowing the Lawn Working with household pets
Planting a garden Working on a farm
Working at the Ski Lift Weeding the flowerbeds

Working in a grocery store  Volunteering at an animal shelter
Working with an Ag business Other landscaping work

Teach others about agriculturBtart your own floral design business
Write articles for newspapers

| worked all of these hours, now what are they good for?

. They are used to apply for a proficiency award

« Chapter degrees are awarded largely based on SAE hours

« Wisconsin and National FFA awards many scholarships and awards tq
members with a solid SAE program

For more information, consult your FFA manual under SAE or talk to you
ricultural science instructor.



FFA Basics

THE EMBLEM

The cross section of the ear of corn provides the foundation of the emblem

just as corn has historically served as the foundation crop of American

agriculture. It is also a symbol of unity, as corn is grown in every state of

the nation.

. The rising sun signifies progress and holds a promise that tomorrow will
bring a new day glowing with opportunity.

. The plow signifies labor and tillage of the soil, the backbone of agriculture
and the historic foundation of ou

. The eagle is a national symbol that serves as a reminder of our freedom ar
ability to explore new horizons for the future of agriculture.

« The owl, long recognized for its wisdom, symbolizes the knowledge
required to be successful in the industry of agriculture.

« The words "Agricultural Education" and "FFA" are emblazoned in the

center to signify the combination of learning and leadership necessary for

progressive agriculture.

THE FFA COLORS

As the blue of our nationds fl ag,
our country, the FFA colors of National Blue and Corn Gold give unity to the
organization.

= collected items for
M- donation to Fellow

E Mortals as a part
of FFA Week )
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| believe in the future of agriculture, with a faith born not of

words but of deeds - achievements won by the present and
past generations of agriculturists; in the promise of better

days through better ways, even as the better things we now
enjoy have come to us from the struggles of former years.

| believe that to live and work on a good farm, or to be
engaged in other agricultural pursuits, is pleasant as well as
challenging; for | know the joys and discomforts of agricultural
life and hold an inborn fondness for those associations which,
even in hours of discouragement, | cannot deny.

| believe in leadership from ourselves and respect from
others. | believe in my own ability to work efficiently and think
clearly, with such knowledge and skill as | can secure, and in
the ability of progressive agriculturists to serve our own and
the public interest in producing and marketing the product of
our toil.

| believe in less dependence on begging and more power in
bargaining; in the life abundant and enough honest wealth to
help make it so--for others as well as myself; in less need for
charity and more of it when needed; in being happy myself
and playing square with those whose happiness depends
upon me.

| believe that American agriculture can and will hold true to

the best traditions of our national life and that | can exert an

influence in my home and community which will stand solid
for my part in that inspiring task.

The creed was written by E.M. Tiffany, and
adopted at the 3rd National FFA Convention.
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FFA Opening Ceremonies

Why does the FFA have opening and closing ceremonies?

Ceremonies emphasize the purpose of the meetings, the duties |of the
officers, and the significance of recognition given to individuals.

Opening the Meeting

(When the time set for the opening of the meeting arrives, the president, after quietly ar-
ranging for any necessary officer substitutions, rises, raps for attention, secures order, and
proceeds as indicated below. The other officers rise as called upon by the vice president,
and remain standing until seated by the president.)

President: "The meeting room will come to order. We are now holding a meeting of the
Badger FFA chapter. Mr./Mdm. Vice President, are all officers at their stations?"

Vice President:(Rising and facing the presidenit)l s hal | call the ro
if they are at their stations and report back to you, Mr./Mdm. President."

Vice President:(Calling roll of officers)
"The Sentinel."

Sentinel: "Stationed by the door."

Vice President:"Your duties there?"

Sentinel: "Through this door passes many friends of the FFA. It is my duty to see that the
door is open to our friends at all times and that they are welcome. | care for the meeting
room and paraphernalia. | strive to keep the room comfortable and assist the president in
maintaining order."

Vice President: The Historian?

Historian: "Stationed at the chapter scrapbook."

Vice President:"What are your duties?"

Historian: "Tradition and history are a source of pride for our organization. It is my duty to
maintain a record of chapter achievements and promote excellence through highlighting ac:
tivities, events and accomplishments so that our chapter membership is motivated by our

past successes and looks to future achievements.”
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FFA Opening Ceremonies

Vice President:"The Reporter."
Reporter: "The reporter is stationed by the flag."
Vice President:"Why by the flag."

Reporter: "As the flag covers the United States of America, so | strive to inform the p
in order that every man, woman and child may know that the FFA is a national orga
that reaches from the state of Alaska to Puerto Rico and from the state of Maine to
Vice President:"The Treasurer."”

Treasurer: "Stationed at the emblem of Washington."

Vice President:"Your duties there."

Treasurer: "l keep a record of receipts and disbursements just as Washington kept h
accountscarefully and accurately. | encourage thrift among the members and strive t(
up our financial standing through savings and investments. George Washington was
able to serve his country because he was financially independent.”
Vice President:"The Secretary."

Secretary: "Stationed by the ear of corn.”

Vice President:"Your duties there."

Secretary: "l keep an accurate record of all meetings and correspond with other secrs
wherever corn is grown and FFA members meet."

Vice President:"The Student Advisor."

Student Advisor: "Stationed by the Key."

Vice President:"Why are you so stationed?"

Student Advisor: "The key is the symbol of our future and success. We face many c

lenges in our lives. We must discover the key to our future and use it, for the key will
unl ock our potential for success. o
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FFA Opening Ceremonies

Vice President:"The Advisor."
Advisor: "Here by the owl."
Vice President:"Why stationed by the owl?"

Advisor: "The owl is a timehonored emblem of knowledge and wisdom. Being older than
the rest of you, | am asked to advise you from time to time, as the need arises. | hope that
my advice will always be based on true knowledge and ripened with wisdom.

"Mr./Mdm. Vice President, why do you keep a plow at your station?"

Vice President:"The plow is the symbol of labor and tillage of the soil. Without labor, nei-
ther knowledge nor wisdom can accomplish much. My duties require me to assist at all
times in directing the work of our organization. | preside over meeting in the absence of our
president, whose place is beneath the rising sun.”

Advisor: "Why is the president so stationed?"

Vice President:"The rising sun is the token of a new era in agriculture. If we will follow

the leadership of our president, we shall be led out of the darkness of selfishness and into
the glorious sunlight of brotherhood and cooperation. Mr./Mdm. President, all officers are at
the stations."

President: (Rises and faces the vice presidémt)ank you, Mr./Mdm. Vice President(All
take seats at tap of gavéllhe secretary will call the roll of members."”

Secretary:"There are __ members and ___ guests present, Mr./Mdm. President.”

President: "Thank you. FFA members, why are we here?"
(Al members stand at 3 taps of gavel.)

All members in unison:"To practice brotherhood, honor agricultural opportunities and re-
sponsibilities, and develop those qualities of leadership which an FFA member should pos-
sess.'(All are seated at 1 tap of gavel.)

President: "May we accomplish our purposes. | now declare this meeting of the Badger
FFA Chapter duly opened for the transaction of business, or attention to any matters which
may properly be presented.”

(Proceed with the regular order of business.)
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FFA Closing Ceremonies

Closing the Meeting

When the business at hand has been disposed of or an appointed time for closing ha
rived, the procedure is as indicated below.

President: "Mr./ Mdm. Secretary, do you have a record of any further business which
should now be transacted?"

Secretary: (Rises, replies and is seatetl. have none, Mr./Mdm. President."

President: "Does any member know of any new or unfinished business which should
erly come before this meetingf? no answer, proceed as follows)

"We are about to adjourn this meeting of the Badger FFA Chapter."
As we mingle with others, let us be diligent in labor, just in our dealings, courteous to
ryone, and above all, honest and fair in the game of life. Fellow members and guests

me in a salute to our flag."

(Taps three times with gavel to call members to stand, face the flag at the at the repq
station, and, with their right bands over their hearts, repeat the following pledge.)

All'in unison: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justic
all.”

President: "l now declare this meeting adjourne@Taps once with gavel and the meeti
is adjourned.)

15



Official Dress:

Only Blue Will Do

At FFA events and activities members are required to wear the appropriate of-
ficial FFA dress. We do not require all members to purchase a FFA jacket but
encourage them to. We have a limited supply of loaner jackets available for
members who do not have a FFA Jacket. Official dress has a historical per-
spective starting with the blue corduroy jacket being adopted in 1933 since it is
a shows a since of identity, pride, and respect. Whether your jacket was
passed down from an older sibling, borrowed from the chapter, or is brand
new, you can make it look its best by wearing the complete FFA Official dress
is as follows:

BOYS

FFA Jacket: Zipped to the Top

Black Slacks: No jeans

White -collared shirt

Official FFA Tie

Accessories: Black dress shoes and black socks (no boots,
sandals, open-toed shoes, or tennis shoes)

GIRLS

FFA Jacket: Zipped to the Top

Black Slacks or Skirt:  No jeans, Skirt needs to be at least

knee length, hemmed evenly across the bottom, with slit no

|l onger than 20 above the knee
White -collared shirt

Official FFA Scarf

Accessories: Black dress shoes and black socks/nylons (no
boots, sandals, open-toed shoes, or tennis shoes)

Proper_Use of the FFA Jacket

These are some of the National FFA Guidelines for using & wearing the FFA jacket:

Jacket is to be worn by members only

The jacket should be kept neat and clean

The jacket should be worn to official functions with the zipper fastened to the top,
collar turned down, and cuffs fastened

School letters and insignia of other organizations (i.e. all of the great buttons and
stickers they give you in the career fair) should not be attached or worn on the jacket
FFA members should act professionally while wearing the FFA jacket

Only three medals should be worn on the jacket, these should represent 1) the
highest degree attained, 2) the highest honor achieved, and 3) current officer pin.

Do Do Do Ded»
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FFA Code of Conduct

The code of ethics is a statement of action set forth bi@tienal FFA
Organization.lIt outlinesthe basicbeliefsof the organiztion and sets a
standard for conduct among all membeansll FFA activities. Through
our chapter, you will be required to sign a code of ethics/corfduetl
field trips.

Wewill conductourselvesat all times in order to be a credit to our or-
ganization, chapter, school amdmmunity by:

1. Dressingneatlyandappropiately for the occasion.

2. Showing respect for the rights of otl@rdbeingcourteousatall
times.

3. Beinghonestandnottaking unfair advantagef others.
4. Respectinghe propertyof others.

5. Refrainingfrom loud boisterougalk, swearingandother
unbecoming conduct.

6. Demonstratingportsmanshipm the showring, judgingcon-
testsand meetingsandbeingmodesin winning andgenerous
in defeat.

7. Attendingmeetinggpromptlyandrespecting the opinion of
others in discussion.

8. Takingpridein our organizationacivities, superviseetxperience
program, exhibitsandthe occupatiorof agriculture.

9. Sharing with others experiencasdknowledgegainedby at-
tending districtstate andnationalmeetings.

10.Striveto establisrandenhanceny skills through Agriailtural Edu-
cation in orderto entera successfutareer.

11. Appreciateandpromotediversityin our organizatia.
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Leadership Development

Developing your potential for premier leadership and personal growth is a ma-
jor goal of FFA involvement. Members of the Badger FFA have the opportu-
nity to attend the following leadership conference/workshops.

Section 10 Leadership Workshop Foundations In Reaching Excellence
(SLW) (FIRE)
All FFA members are invited to atten@his workshop is designed for our 8th
this workshop. This workshop occurs and 9th grade FFA members. This
on a weekday afternoon in September conference is held on the UW
or October of each year at the homeéViadison campus on a Saturday in ei-
school of our Section 10 state ther September or October

FFA officer. of each year.

212 Conference 360 Conference
This is an overnight leadership conferhis is an overnight leadership confer-

ence designed for freshmen and ence designed for junior and senior
sophomore FFA members. It is held aFFA members. It is held at various
various sites in Wisconsin, but is corsites in Wisconsin, but is conducted by
ducted by National FFA staff. One iNational FFA staff. This conference is
held in the fall and one is held in the fall in conjunction
held in the spring. with the MFE conference.

Experience, Discovery, Growth and Halftime Conference

Excellence (EDGE) Each chapter is limited to two partici-
This is an overnight leadership confepants for this conference designed for
ence designed for middle school FFAhapter officers. This overnight con-

members. Itis held at various sites in ference is held in Stevens Point.
Wisconsin, but is conducted by Na-

tional FFA staff. This conference is
held in the spring in conjunction with
the MFE conference.
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Leadership Development

Washington Leadership Conference Wisconsin FFA Convention
WLC The Wisconsin FFA Convention is

Set your goal to attend this phenomegreat way to celebrate the FFA yes
nal one week leadership conferenceThis is a 24 day trip to Madison. An
our nationods c¢ ap FRAaémber m& attbrod ¢he FFA (
rently attends this conference everyvention as long as they are receivi
summer. Participants are selected award recognition, participating, o

based on FFA involvement competing in competitions.
and leadership.

National FFA Convention
National FFA Convention is a four da
experience in October. Badger FFA
members particip
est annual convention with approxi-
mately 50,000 other people to cele
brate FFA and agriculture.

Exotic

Feline




FFA Membership Degrees

As you grow through your FFA involvement, the FFA has developed a system
to recognize your involvement and participation. Set your personal goals now
in regards type of degree you would like to earn.

Discovery FFA Degree Requirements
Middle School FFA members 8th grade student
Members receive a blue bordered FFA FFA member
emblem pin for their FFA jacket. Participate in at least one FFA activity

Knowledge of Ag related careers
Familiar with chapter FFA programs

Greenhand FFA Degree Requirements
First year high school FFA members FFA member
Members receive a bronze emblem pin Written plans for SAE
for their FFA jacket. Enrolled in an agricultural sciences class.

Learn FFA Creed, motto, and salute
Describe meaning of FFA emblem
Knowledge of FFA jacket use

Chapter FFA Degree Requirements
Follows the Greenhand FFA degree. FFA member
Members receive a silver emblem pin for Received the Greenhand FFA degree
their FFA jacket. 2 semesters high school agricultural class
Conduct an SAE/Keep SAE records
$150 invested/earned in SAE or
45 hours worked
Demonstrated 5 parliamentary procedure
motions

= recognizes a high ™=
‘;, g an >

level of participa- =

(L tion and succe§
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FFA Membership Degrees

their American ™
FFA Degree at the =

»

14/06/2006 =

Wisconsin FFA Degree Requirements
Follows the Chapter FFA Degree Earned the Chapter FFA degree
Members receive a gold emblem charm 2 years of FFA membership
for their FFA jacket. (The Wisconsin 4 semesters high school agricultural cl
FFA degree charm is worn above the  $1,500 invested/earned in SAE or
member name or displayed from a degree 1,000 hours worked
chain on the FFA jacket.) Demonstrated 10 parliamentary motio

American FFA Degree Requirements
Follows the Wisconsin FFA Degree Earned the Wisconsin FFA degree
Members receive a gold emblem key for 3 years of FFA membership
their FFA jacket. (The American FFA 6 semesters high school agricultural cl
degree key is worn above the member $7,500 invested/earned in SAE or
name or displayed from a degree chain on 2,250 hours worked
the FFA jacket.) High school GPA 3.0 or better
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Speaking Contests

Speaking contests are a wonderful way to advance your speaking skills and
have a great time. Members can compete in seven different contests areas ar
can advance from district contest all the way to nationals. We highly encour-
age our members to branch out and try one of these fun contests!

Think about doing one of these contests that fits you best

Quiz bowl is for middle school FFA members, where a team of 3 to 5 mem-
bers answers questions about the FFA.

Creed Speakingis for 9th grade FFA members. The contestants will recite the
FFA Creed and answer three questions about the FFA creed.

Job Interview is for high school FFA members. The contestant submits a
cover letter, resume, and job application for an agriculture related job. They
also go through a mock interview.

Prepared Speakingis for high school FFA members. The contestant prepares
and presents a 6 to 8 minute speech about an agriculture related subject.

Parliamentary Procedureis for high school FFA members. This contest con-
sists of ateam of 5 to 7 FFA members where they use Roberts Rules of Ordel
to conduct a meeting.

Extemporaneous Speakingis for high school FFA members . The contestant
draws three agriculture/FFA related topics and picks the one that they like the
best. They then have 30 minutes to prepare a 4 to 6 minute speech using 7 re:
courses.

Discussion Meeis a individual contest where members compete in a group
setting. Contestants work together to form an effective discussion on an agri-
cultural related issue.
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Career Development Events

For students who ask fAiWhen am
vel opment Events (CDEOGs) may be

CDEGs focus on student successSs
agriculture industry. The key to success lies in the ability to think criticall
communicate clearly and perform effectively in a competitive world. Theg
skills are enhanced through participation in CDE competitions. Students
explore several areas from among the estimated 300 agriculture related
opportunities.

Some CDEO6s include:

Agriculture Communications Agriculture Issues Forum
Agricultural Mechanics Agriculture Sales

Agronomy Dairy Cattle Evaluation

Dairy Showmanship Dairy Foods

Environmental/ Nat. Resources  Farm Business Management
Floriculture Food Science and Technology
Forestry Horse Evaluation

Livestock Evaluation Marketing Plan

Meats Evaluation Nursery and Landscape

Poultry Evaluation

Most of these contests are team events widlm3®mbers. We typically
compete at regional events held in Platteville or Janesville during the mo
March. State level contests take place near the end of April avidilison.

Floriculture
Practice
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